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BIG NAMES - BUT NOT TOP DRAWER 


\j There's sales value in Vincent Sheean’s name, out LILY (Random House) should be judged 
| on 1ts own merits; Lawrence Schoononer piles up sales figures, but THE SPIDER KING 
(Macmillan) seems pretty remote historically; Book-of-the-Month selection of John 
Masters’ BHOWANI JUNCTION (Viking) will give it a good start. The one dark horse 
possibility seems to be JEMMY BUTTON by Benjamin Subercaseau (Macmillan). You can 
help here, for it's the sort of book that needs word of mouth publicity. Reports in 
pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
February 15 


Bird, Will R. Bouregy & Curl 
TO LOVE AND TO CHERISH $3.00 


The American Revolution and after, as it determines the life of Jason Marrack, 
this is nonetheless a rather uncharted narrative in which the sober speech and sturdy 
character of the period steady the rather circumstantial events. Jason's parents who 
refuse to take sides in the conflict leave Connecticut for New York, and Jason- after 
their house is burned- follows them there and meets Honesty, as outspoken as her name, 
with whom he falls in love. But his intentions are undeclared- to his parents if not 
to her; her father sends her away during Jason's illness, and he cannot find her. 

The Marracks go on to a new settlement in Nova Scotia; Jason's father dies, and then 
his mother; but his devotion to the memory of Honesty is repaid with her arrival 
there- and he marries her. Their life together is serene- until, oddly enough, the 
man she had married out of necessity rather than love during the war- turns up, dying 
of consumption, and she spends his last months caring for him- until she can resume 
her life with Jason.... Dogged and deliberate- and dull, the appeal here is one of 
virtue, rather than valor, and the rewards are more questionable. 





February 24 


Drake, Burgess Lippincott 
CHILDREN OF THE WIND $3.50 


A frail piece of witchery sustains its fantasy of unborn twins taking pos- 
session of an English house damned by a hateful marriage. Janet and Trixy are called 
into being by their mother's desperate guilt of having been persuaded, by her deter- 
mined mother, to have an abortion, and her terrible loneliness. Their growth of 
‘understanding of human ways, their “poultry geese" manifestations that create further 
tensions in the house, their dislike of their grandmother and the way in which they 
put an end to her meddling, their attempts to aid their mother which only add to the 
gossip about her - these are the origins of the final tragedy. For the twins grow 

older, Janet's heart is given to a young artist whose perception of her dims when 

® he falls in love with a real girl and Janet must have her revenge before she van- 
ishes. The touch of the real and the unreal, the force of suppressed emotions and 
the clash of unhappy people give substance to what might have been only a super- 
natural tale. A nice sort of change. 
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February 26 


Mannin, Ethel Putnam 
LOVER UNDER ANOTHER NAME $3.50 @ ‘ 


The self-portrait of an artist, Tom Rowse, threads the filaments of sex and 
love, creation and self-abnegation into a substantial personal story. Rowse, who has 
little training but much talent, moves from Greenwich, England, to London, to Paris- 
where for fifteen years he leads a destitute existence with only occasional relationships. 
His long respect for Brenovska, a sculptor, gives his meeting with Helen- who had been 
Brenovska's wife- a special meaning, but he cannot accept her highhanded, dollar-handed 
patronage. He returns to England where for years he sustains an affair with Tansy, who I 
does not share his work or his life (she keeps a husband in the background) but whose | 
sexual allure is strong. A final break with Tansy follows one of his finest works; 4 
new relationship with Helen does not replace her; and Tansy's death, and her unforgiving 
repudiation of him, leaves him with a sense of failure and self reproach expressed in his 
magnum opus. He gives up sculpture- engages in a meaningless marriage- and finally 
elects poverty and solitude for his last years.... A portrait of a visionary who cannot 
reconcile his dream with the reality of his desire- this is old worldly in its handling, 
other worldly in its concerns and rather reminiscent of an earlier period in the English 
novel. feminine market should not be too hard to find. 


February 77 


Coppel, Alfred Crown 
HERO DRIVER $3.00 


A new novel of road racing removes all the elements of sportsmanship and narrows 
the course to that high horsepower society of those who own the cars- and the men they buy 
to drive them. Scott Warren, who is driving for Miles Fenton, has his credit card along 
with his wife- Moira. But he also has the memory of Becky, with whom he had, fallen in 
love in Paris, and who now turns up to turn him down for another driver. And the glazed, 
crazed weekend here before a race is a tune-up for Scott in which, hung over and edgy, his 
attempted defense of Becky backfires, he's found in bed with Moira- and kicked out of it- 
by her husband, and he enters the race he's got to win- knowing that he's going to lose 
5 eee High octane and benzedrene and all the other stimulants will accelerate this 
towards a certain audience, but conservatives will want to watch out for the soft shoulders 


on the road. (LC: 54-6629) 
Mapch 2 Y}o0 | 


Hanley, Gerald Macmillan 
THE YEAR OF THE LION $3.00 


ee ee 


Per and even madder Englishmen in the noonday sun of East Africa, this is 
nonetheless the Africa of the forest and the beast-- social and political change is yet 
to come- and the chief struggle is against its natural, primal forces. Here, in 1935, 
Jervis arrives from England, and his youth and inexperience are a fresh contrast to those 
who have been settled there for years and who now approach the edge of eccentricity. Major 
Fawn-Cochley, on whose farm Jervis is apprenticed, is lonely, querulous and "full of 
queer corners". Louie Brinden drinks his way out of his dissatisfaction in his wife; 
and Helena Brinden uses her sluttish, sexual magnetism to provoke new situations she 
cannot control or conclude. And so, from the zebra drive, to Helena, to the hunt for a 
man-eating lion in which four men are killed, Jervis’ "year of the lion" is a time of 
probation - and the final proof is also to bring a loss of innocence and integrity.... 
A sere landscape, the pattern of native and colonial life is carefully and sharply , 
observed- while on a more external level, the hunting sequences match the cold terror and 
sanguine excitement of a killer sport. @ | 
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March 3 









Mirvish, Robert Morrow Wm. Sloane 
TEXANA $3.50 


































A House of Her Own and Eternal Voyagers portrayed first whares and then 
sailors, and this latest by the same author combines the two and climaxes the story 
with the 1950 Texas waterfront disaster. In the port town of Texana, Nilsa, Apache 
Indian and Irish, divorces sailor Rex Larkin whose Florida cracker upbringing will 
| admit neither her mixed heritage nor her start in Mamie Morrison's brothel. But 
I neither can deny their physical dependence and when Nilsa marries Harry, Rex can still 
dominate her. He lets her down when she asks his help to buy partnership in the 
saloon where she works; this however is taken care of by Nick Kablevski who hopes to 
win Nilsa eventually. They prosper; Nick has Nilsa's promise of marriage when she 
divorces Harry but Rex' influence is too strong - and the fire and explosion of the 
nitrate fertilizer loaded freighter finishes everything,for Nick is killed and Nilsa 
is finally able to put Rex out of her life and continue with Harry in running Nick's 
enterprises. As a social documentary this is rather for a Farrell audience than a 
general reading public although its matter of fact reporting has its own shock, but 
not sensational, appeal. (LC: 54-5805) 


March § 19 


Bergengruen, Werner Vanguard 
THE LAST CAPTAIN OF HORSE $3.50 


From the allegory of 4 Matter of Conscience, this new book is "A Portrait 

of Chivalry" and as such it should find a more select circle of readers among those i 
¢@ who enjoy belles lettres- and a leisurely racontage of the past. The retired Captain 
: of Horse once served under the Tsar, and has now settled down in the Lake region of 

Italy, and his book is mainly made up of the anecdotes, folk tales and memoirs which 

enliven the conservation of this retired soldier. Most of the stories have as their 

theme deeds of bravery and courtliness which distinguished such "shining fools" as 

Bayard and Bertrand de Guesclin. And it serves as a gentle reminder of gentler times 

which will have a nostalgic bouquet for those to whom gallantry and knight errantry 

still exert their timeless appeal. (LC: 54-6993) 


NE On eR 


March 15 


Kenyon, F. W. Crowell 
ROYAL MERRY-GO ROUND $3.50 


Louis XV seems to have come down in history chiefly through the fame- or 
the reverse- of his mistresses, of whom Madame de Pompadour and Madame du Barry are 
the names best known today. The recent biography of Yadame de Pompadour by David M. 
Smythe (see P. 34- 1953) has restored a somewhat tattered fame and may provide some | 
factual background of interest in this fictional biography of the man and his period. 

But the chief appeal of Royal Merry-Go Round lies in the portrait of Louis himself, 

a child-king wedded while toys were still his standard of delight to the Polish 

princess, Marie Leszczynska, who loved him in a strange, not wholly maternal way, 

and tried in vain to maintain some dignity in a court that shuttled back and forth 

in intrigue, servility, extravagance and power politics. These historical novels of 

{ F. W. Kenyon (the last was Josephine's story, The Emperor's Lady- see P. 198- 1953) 

are more important as portraits of a period and a way of life than, this reader feels, 

| @ significant as interpretation of character. The market is being surfeited, possibly, 
with stories of the French court. How much it can absorb is a moot question. This- 

on its own- is good reading though thin narrative. (LC: 54-5528) 
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March 15 


Sheean, Vincent Random House 
LILY $3.00 @ | 


Vincent Sheean has written another story centering around a woman troubled in 
spirit. But Lily is quite a different person from Elizabeth of Rage of the Soul. Self- 
made, ambitious in an oddly oblique way, Lily had put behind her the dish washing in her 
mother's boarding house, become in her own right a rich woman who looked like a demi- 
mondaine, but who had equipped her mind as well has her lovely body, and tried to prepare 
herself for the mystery that was her new lover, Ricardo. The setting is Cannes, where- 
through a friend, she has met this facinating Spaniard, a man who could love her, but if 
whose life was tied up with an obsession of revolution. A man who planned, but in a care- 
less moment revealed too much of his plan, so that when the time came Lily betrayed hin- 
and herself. An unreal sort of tale, in which the reader gropes for the truth even at 
the violent end. Somewhat overwritten, it will nonetheless carry beyond its own values 


on the appeal of Sheean's name. (LC: 54-5369) 
March 16 


Livingston, Harold Houghton, Mifflin 
THE COASTS OF EARTH $3.00 


An old-fashioned, cliche ridden story of American soldiers of fortune flying in 
the Israel Air Force Air Transport Command during the Israeli-Arab war, modernized 
possibly by a derivative Hemingway style. Our heroes are Norman Backer, the son of a 
rich, American, pro-Zionist Jew, who rebels against his father and his own Jewish heredity 
and joins the ATC to remove any debt to his race that he may have- and then wash his 
hands of it and Tony Nevisn, a gentile who is "running" and joins the ATC as a haven for 
his directionlessness and for the comradeship and excitement it offers. They both become 
more involved than they had expected, find out new things about themselves, and according { 
to Mr. Livingston, develop and prove themselves- though the reader must take the author's 
word for this. Norman acts with cowardice, but finally faces up to the consequences of i 
what he has done; Tony commits himself, to an end, and is killed.... Limited. (LC: 54-5701) 


Schoonover, Lawrence Macmillan 
THE SPIDER KING $3.95 


Turn back the pages of French court history some two hundred years to the period 
of Louis XI, whose story was told for contemporary readers in Wyndham Lewis' fi»g Spider 
back in 1929, but who is largely ignored today. His was a troubled reign, and the con- 
plications of 15th century France seem remote and confusing and make for somewhat uneven 
interest even in so soundly grounded an historical recreation as this novel. Overlong, 
overdetailed, The Spider King succeeds in making Louis a more sympathetic figure as dauphin, 
fearful, terrified of his secret "falling sickness", seeking to make and hold a place for 
himself against his father, Charles VII's antagonism and suspicion. Exiled to the Dauphine, 
he practised in miniature the successful and efficient organization which made him locally 
popular, and his province a power in disunited France. On the larger scale, his military 
successes and failures, his diplomatic plottings, ultimately as dauphin and as king broke 
the antagonism of his vassals and established a sound central administration, groundwork 
for absolute monarchism. More intersting, to this reader, than the central theme, are 
some of the glimpses of minor figures of the period, particularly the bastard of Armagnac 
who became a great gun maker, and Friar Jean, confessor and tutor of the young Dauphin, 
who alone understood and loved him. In any case, Schoonover has again rescued a man and 
a period from obscurity. This wont be a big seller; it is overlong and overdetailed and 
the central theme bogs down in minutiae. But for those who like to round out their | | 
panelled European History, here is substantial fare. @ | 
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Macmillan 


Subercaseau, Benjamin 
JEMMY BUTTON $4.00 
* A fictionalization of material from two of the Beagle’s voyages centers its 
attention on Commander Robert Fitz-Roy's attempts to civilize Fuegian natives. From 
diaries and logs of the expeditions of 1830 and 1833, this tells of the enthusiasm and 
madness, the dedication and despair that motivated him, the capture of the four - 
Fuegia Basket, York Minister, Boat Memory and James (Jemmy) Button - and their intro- 
duction to English speech and ways, as they live aboard ship, make their way to Monte- 
video and arrive in England. There Boat dies, and others live in the country with 
the devoted Bennett and a vicar's family; Jemmy runs away, they meet the King and 
Queen, and York and Fuegia's natural passion drive Fitz-Roy again to play God. Darwin 
is a passenger on their return trip and a witness to the "return of the native”, and 
Jemmy accomplishes a final viciousness in his treatment of the missionary, Matthews, 
leaving Fitz-Roy with nothing proved, nothing gained. The savages of the Tierra del 
Fuego islands, the rigors of the feagle’s missions, the conflict of opinion over the 
Fuegians and their own ability to adapt but not absorb, the landscape of the period 
combine into a story with unusual qualities and ample detail. Interesting. Trans- 
lated from the Spanish by Mary and Fred Del Villar. 


March 18 


Fersen, Nicholas Houghton, Mifflin 
TOMBOLO $3.00 


Tombolo, a forest in Italy- near Pisa, which became the sanctuary for a band 
of derelicts and deserters of all nationalities and colors towards the end of World 
War II, determines the narrative here which presumably does not improve on the facts 
of its unhappy history. Among the outlawed and the outcast who found a refuge there 
were Kurt, a German officer whose arrogance had suffered no defeat; Roy, a big Negro 
whose size lent a special glory- particularly to Lucie, the Italian girl who had run 
away with him; Lucilla, who had come there to abort, and Rosa, her midwife, who stayed 
on to sell wine and women; Jimmie Johnson, also a Negro, who comes there because of 
Grazia. No Sherwood Forest, the solidarity at Tombolo thins, depravity and disinte- 
gration lead to violence which is the beginning of the end finally accomplished by 
outside intervention when troopers are sent to clean up the situation- with hand 
grenades.... The backwash of the war, these lives which are the victims of a social 
as well as military system prove no more than this and are unlikely to attract your 
sympathies. A conservative clientele will more certainly be alienated. (LC: 53-9252) 


March 22 


Romanis, Robert Dutton 
THE HOLY FOOT $3.00 


An attractive little tale of how, several hundred years ago, a small Italian 
village got its second holy shrine. Sant' Antonio got its name and first shrine when 
a monk gave his life to protect (and hide) his monastery's holy relic, the foot of St. 
Stephen. Two centuries later, a laborer uncovers a marble foot and the town, including 
the parish priest, feels that they have recovered the long lost relic. Everyone gives 
thanks for its recovery and the miracle it performs and engages in building a shrine, 
when a young friar from the village returns from Sicily to declare that the foot is 
only a fragment of a pagan statue and that its worship is sinful. The conflict is 
joined and only ended when the friar is killed by the townspeople and the rest of the 
statue is found, a Mercury and pagan indeed. The shrine is finished to honor the town's 
new martyr...All this is told with humor, with irony, and with a pervasive understanding 
of the frailties of men- and provides a pleasant parable. The audience of Don Camillo 
may be a possible designation here. (LC: 54-5059) 
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March 24 
De Wohl, Louis Lippincott . 
THE SECOND CONQUEST $3.00 ; 
This is science-fiction with a religious content and should surprise those @ 


readers of The Restless Flame, The Golden Thread and Set All Af1ire who have found this 

author's fictionized biographies of early church father worthwhile in scholarship and 

research. They will not however be surprised at his able arguing which here takes his 

earth people to Mars and eventually to avert, through spiritual concepts, a Martian inva- 
sion. Test pilot Chris Cary, who has a mystic feeling for the Catholic Church, is better — 
able to absorb and understand the superiority of "unfallen” Martians and see the reality 
behind the myth than scientist Brandeis, whose use of new fuel and a new design helicopter lj 
has taken them to their destination. But the new paradise has its serpent, Marmon, who 

is transported to Mars and whose perversion of fact and truth speed the Martians to 

conquer Earth, for his own satanic satisfaction. It is Chris' faith, love and integrity 
that turn the Martians back home when the showdown cames. There's a girl, too, and the 
earthmen-Martian adjustments are interesting while the double-conversion angle, to religion 
and science-fiction, has good points. It does help to take the comic book quality out of 


SF. (LC: 54-5595) 


Deasy, Mary Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE CORIOLI AFFAIR $3.75 


A period piece which borders on melodrama and which is set in Corioli, a town 
on a river running into the Mississippi, in the 1880's. Lacey Dereen, a young girl just 
over from Ireland, tells her own story as she secures a job as a teacher in Le Jeune 
through the efforts of a cousin with Mrs. Sallie Dayton, the wife of a steamboat operator. 
Sallie's husband, Jed, falls in love with her- and she with him- and while she keeps him 
at a distance, gossip grows, Lacey is discharged from her school job, and Jed leaves his 
wife to go off with her. .a.iie is murdered- and Jed although innocent, is arrested and 
brought to trial. After an unsatisfactory manslaughter verdict and a raid on the jail by 
a lynch mob, Jed escapes with broken ribs and internal injuries- and as he and Lacey 
attempt to reach safety- he dies. The story keeps moving- and while the reader never 
finds out what kinds of people Jed and Lacey really are- their story has a certain external 
intensity. (LC: 54-5131) 


March .25 1) 


Hays, Will H. Jr. Doubleday 
DRAGON WATCH $7 50 G6 


It's not worth the money- on any count but size - this pseudo-Sironia-Texas- 
of-Indiana. There's plenty of vigorous story telling here, but no selectivity, and in the 
final analysis the reader's credulity is sorely taxed. For here- at center stage- is a 
lovely maiden, whose beauty is her peril, for all men, and many women, love. her wantonly. 

She keeps her innocence, almost naively; she risks disaster by heedless assumption that 

her motives, her actions, will not be misinterpreted. She is the subject cf gossip and 
jealous spite; as well as brutality from those she repudiates. And she loves Ted Scott, 

heir apparent of the mining empire of his step-father, the dictatorlike "J.L." All she 

asks of Ted is faith. But she puts off promise of marriage hoping that her father, one 

of the key men at the mines, and "J.L." will solve their enmity first. But "J.L." has 

other ideas in mind for her - and brooks no opposition - so she quarrels with Ted and 

goes off to Indianapolis, where fate puts in her hands the weapon to destroy "J.L."- and 

to help her friend, the librarian, to happiness. There are all sorts of plots and sub- 

plots within the frame- the whole played out against the background of a small town in 

which the mine is the main factor. There are a few kindly people- and a great many 

poisonous characters. And the story build up to violent crisis, with a mine disaster 
and the murder of "J.L." and a trial scene in which many suspects are cleared- and one, © 
an evangelist with a roving eye, is spotted as murderer. All's well that ends well? 


(LC: 54-5719) 
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March 26 


Masters, John Viking 
BHOWANI JUNCTION $3.75 


In this his fourth novel against a setting of India, John Masters has chosen 
an almost contemporary period, shortly prior to the recognition of the independence of 
India, for another novel of violence. Cutting deeper below the surface of India's own 
tragedy of internal insecurity in her antagonisms rooted in caste and blood strains, 
Masters has created one memorable character, the lovely half-caste, Victoria Jones, 
daughter of a railroad engineer, two thirds English, and a native mother. Victoria 

is an officer in Army, and- home on end leave, hopes to be accepted without apologies 
on her own, without reference to her Anglo-Indian status. The three men who love her 
in the tumultuous days that follow drive home the differences rather than the likes:- 
Patrick, whose similar heritage has emphasized all the worst characteristics of both 
races; Colonel Savage, white, trying to persuade himself- and her- that she would be 
accepted as his wife; and Sikh Ranjit, who is readopting his Sikh tradition and re- 
ligion and asking her to do the same. That their personal challenges come at the 

same time as an upheaval of violence within their India makes for melodrama colored 
emotionally and evocatively with the feel and sense of India itself. It is a harder 
thing to do in today's setting than in the period background of NVightrunners of Bengal 
and its successors. But once again, for those to whom Masters is in a way today's 
Kipling, Bhowani Junction will carry immense appeal. Book of the Month for April 
means it is off to a good start. (LC: 54-5226) 


March 31 


Loring, Emilie Little, Brown 
DEEP—EN-¥OUR-HEARP NY ODO CARIST Love $3.00 


Beth Gilbert returns to the home of her young guardian, Chris, from the know- 
ledge that she has been shadowed in Europe and to face the fact that her father's death 
was probably murder- for a valuable formula he had invented. She is also the first to 
admit her true feelings towards Chris- protective and dictatorial as he is in his pa- 
ternalistic role. And their engagement, assumed as a cover, does not become real un- 
til Chris' search for her father's killer is successful and enables him to discover 
that his ward will be his chosen wife.... For what you might call an abiding audience, 
this is wholesome and undemanding. (LC: 54-5820) 


March 77 !)} 


Kelland, Clarence Budington Harper 
DANGEROUS ANGEL $2.75 


Another CBK amalgam, this has for its historical basis the brief jewel fraud 
that caught the fancy, and the pocketbooks, of San Franciscans in the 1870's. Its 
heroine, Anneke Villard, from Kentucky, sets out to win a place in society and to build 
herself a handsome fortune - both of which she accomplishes but not before Juan Parnell's 
Spanish-Irish determination cracks her self-sufficiency. Using her wits to pick the 
brains of bankers and financiers, she sets up an alter-ego to carry out her real es- 
tate and investment plottings so that her youth and beauty are never questioned. She 
is alerted to the possibility of large scale hoax when a fellow Kentuckian seems too 
interested in her life, but it is only when the fraud is to be revealed does she 
trade her knowledge in return for further advancement of her own plans. A pastiche 
of San Francisco days and doings, with dollars, diamonds and silver more interesting 
than its people, this is non-taxing ‘S.£.P. serial. (LC: 54-6017) 
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Matthiessen, Peter Harper 
RACE ROCK $3.50 @ 

A first novel sets a bleak and bitter tone and returns to Shipman's Landing, a 
New England coastal village, where Sam and George and Cady Shipman and Eve had grown up 
together- and where now, during a long, hard weekend some old memories and nagging misgiv- 
ings are finally put to rest. Cady, who had killed a cat deliberately as a youngster, is 
unchanged and cold and contemptuous, chafing under the stigma of his illegitimacy; San, 
who had been afraid of him, is still a coward; Eve, who had always loved George- but had 
married Sam for a time, is again the victim of her feelings for George; and George leads 
@ purposeless existence and is now escaping the unwelcome complications of a postwar, post- 
marital affair with Eve. But a night back at the Landing during which Sam and George and 
Cady get drunk together ends in a brutal brawl; Sam's weakness is the indirect cause of 
another's death; but George is finally able to prove himself- and as the alcoholic haze 
lifts- finds that his love for Eve will give a new direction to his life.... A fusion of 
memory and reality which if sombre- is effective- and lends a more decisive imprint to 
lives which are anxious and overcast. (LC: 54-6020) 


REGIONS NETHER* HELL FOR LEATHER* TIGHT TETHER 


February 22 


Georgius Roy 
MY FAIR LADY $2.50 


From the French, this follows Monsieur Truche, a highly respectable man, from 
the time when a package picked up on the subway is found to contain the head of a beautiful 
girl, presumably his mistress- Claire. The balance of her body turns up and he is connect- @ 
ed with the crime; his wife testifies against him, and only after the dismembered victim 
is found to be another than his mistress- is he able to find redress-with another crime. 
The macabre detail and mocking realism give this a special taste- which may not be every- 
body's. Try the Simenon market. (LC: 54-5231) 


March 3 


Blizard, Marie M. S. Mill 
CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE $2.75 


Ricky's desire to find her sister Nina's murderer is largely out of concern for | 
Tom Winters, Nina's husband, who does little to defend himself. Her inquiry leads to 
the identification of the unknown man who had been seen with Nina the night she died, 
goes back in time to another fire and another life lost, and to the unhappy revelation 
and realization that the guilt is Nina‘s- rather than the killer's.... Feminine, foolhardy 
but not foolproof. (LC: 54-5851) 


March ll 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
BEAT BACK THE TIDE $2.75 


Francesca Warne returns to the scene of her husband's death on a California 
beach as a nurse for the son of a widower, Glazer, whose rather hostile discomfort in 
her presence cedes to attraction- and the desire to find her husband's killer. Glazer's 
interest and inquiry in the case prompt a repetition of the old crime, but he is able 
to delete not only the memory of a shameless love but also the guilty fear which has 
been riding her. Nonstop rather than nonplus entertainment. (LC: 54-5505) @ 
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Mareh 11 





Nearing, H., Jr. Doubleday 
THE SINISTER RESEARCHES OF C. P. RANSOM $2.95 


Real goofed off SF short stories having to do with the rather bizarre re- 
sults of Prof. Cleanth Penn Ransom's efforts to develop a scientific gadget to help 
in the teaching of liberal arts so that a deodorant king will aid endowment - and 
Ransom. There's the affair of the effect of a voodoo doll; the strange behavior 
of a poetry machine, some unexpected musical results, a Hamlet with vitamins, 
ae mind painting, basketball, dimensions, etc. Versatile faculty fun. (LC: 
54-51 


March 15 


Bell, Alladine M. Crowell 
AT MIDNIGHT CREEK $2.75 


The golden promise of Midnight Creek, a mining town, is dimmed by the un- 
happy reality of violence- as a wild bunch disturbs the peace and the new sheriff 
disappears. Sam Llewellyn, once a vigilante, and anxious to avoid bloodshed, is 
forced to participate in the reprisals when two men are killed and the offenders 
brought to trial- but the final guilt and treason is the Sheriff's- who faces the 
judgment of a vigilante tribunal..... Stern stuff- and spartan too. (LC: 54-5608) 


March 17 


Benson, Ben M. S. Mill - Morrow 
GIRL IN THE CAGE $2.75 


A story of Ralph Lindsey's undercover work nabbing a car theft ring in a 
small Massachusetts town gives the road to the realistic approach. Facts: cop covers 
as tough teenager, gets mechanic job with suspects, is recognized by youth who wants 
out but is murdered by big man, springs trap around terrorized girlfriend of big man 
and barely manages to pull himself out - major repair job postpones his marriage but 
he feels the compensations (fried gang, free girl) worth it. Substantial middleweight 
fare. (LC: 54-5823) 


March 22 


Meredith, Scott- fd. Dutton 
BAR 3 Roundup of Best Western Stpries $2.95 


This third of the series continues its excellent record of showcasing past, 
present and future masters of the Western yarn. Haycox, Frazee, Walter Van Tilburg 
Clark, Dorothy M. Johnson, Schaefer turn in their findings on courage and fear, or- 
deals and tensions while Robert Turner, Thomas Thompson, H. A. De Rosso, Louis L'Amour 
and Bill Erin put their talents to work on professional killers, Indians, lawmen, | 
courting youngsters. From Mammoth Westernto The Atlantic Monthly, these tell a tale 
emphatically and entertainingly-General and individual introductions. (BC: 54-5052) 
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March 25 


Candy, Edward | Rinehart . 
WHICH DOCTOR? $2.50 @ 


An English Children's Hospital, the scene of a meeting of the pediatric sec- 
tion of the Royal Society of Medicine, is also the scene of murder and disappearance. 
Professor Fabian Honeychurch, using his seniority to pontificate, latches on to a con- 
trolled experiment, danger in the drug department, a child's death and some wretched 
business in psychiatry. Full blown. (LC: 54-5889) 


March 77 


Gold, H. L.= Ed. Crown 
SECOND GALAXY READER OF SCIENCE FICTION $3.50 


Once again in the horizons busting apart department, here's a thirty-plus 
collection of outside looking in, double talk, alien existence, explorations, super- 
normals, machines and minds, unknown territories..... The ladies are making the grade 
(three listed here); old pen pals are Heinlein, Leiber, Sturgeon, Asimov, Blish, 
Simak, Kornbluth (some having double entries); there's a real new look in the other 
authors for the undedicated. What an invasion! 

5 |I2 L 
Jay, Charlotte Harper 
THE FUGITIVE EYE $2.50 
* A baleful game of blind man's buff engages Ian Kane, a coincidental witness 
to the evidence of murder who then loses his eyesight in an accident and becomes the r 
helpless target of his pursuants. His sullen fears and morbid fantasies become real 
when he is moved from the hospital to a rest home, loses his nurse en route, and is 
then the prisoner of his enemies. His escape, in bandages, is painful and almost 
helpless until he removes them- regains his vision and finally his freedom... Chilling. 


(LC: 54-6016) 


Halleran, E. E. Macrae Smith 
WINTER AMBUSH $2.95 


Dan Spencer pulls a neat trick of combining operations as he moves into Utah 
Territory as a civilian scout in the long winter of the peaceably settled Mormon War. 
He evades and evens the score with the man who had blackened his name in the Mexican 
War and makes off with an English girl in search of a sister. History and fiction 


jibe for a stable jogtrot yarn. (IC: 54-6240) 


Scribner 


Rayter, Joe - 
THE VICTIM WAS IMPORTANT >|/4 $2.50 


---- but unmourned- and the violent death of Agnes Carson, a psychiatrist, 
leaves an unaffected circle of former friends and patients. But the lives she'd messed 
up include her own- and a little free association by John Powers, a private operative, 
takes him back to the childhood and the neurotic maze of a physician who did not heal 
herself. Psychology- applied rather than bona fide- but lively enough. (LC: 54-5916) © 
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AN IMPORTANT STOCK ITEM 


February 16 
Hylander, Clarence J. Macmillan 
THE MACMILLAN WILD FLOWER BOOK $15.00 
Illustrated by Edith Farrington Johnston I>, SO - Fuepee 


* It is twenty years- roughly speaking- since Homer House’ Wild Flowers was 
published by Macmillan. I had not realized it was out of print, and scarcely a fort- 


night goes by without its being consulted- for identification, or to answer a question. 


Now comes this beautiful book, which seems to take into consideration and rectify all 
the shortcomings of the House book. The arrangement of the plates, in conjunction 
with the descriptive text; the combination in a single plate, of closely related 
flowers, so that the differences, the likenesses can be examined; the introductory 
section which defines succinctly the scientific approach, what to look for, what you 
see when you look as you should. Related species- some 500- are grouped into genus; 
related genera into families - 62 of these. The habit of growth, the leaf formation 
and arrangement, the flower structure, the nature of the fruit, of the habitat- all 
these are simply set down. Popular and scientific names are given under the lovely 
drawings, artistic and scientifically accurate. And at the end, a simple guide to 
identification by clues carefully grouped- and an inclusive index. Worth the price! 


Sound Investments in Established Names— and One Dark Horse 


The level is up- in Non~fiction- with a substantial number of books you can do some- 
thing with. For the intelligensia, there's the text of the new T. S. Eliot drama, 
THE CONFIDENTIAL CLERK (Harcourt). For the discriminating reader there's Jacques 
Barzun's stimulating GOD'S COUNTRY ~ AND MINE (Little, Brown-A.M.P.). For the in-= 
teliigent gardener an unexpected bonanza in THE SECRET OF THE GREEN THUMB by the 
Northens (Ronald Press). A new biography by Harold Lamb is always a dependable item. 
This time it is CHARLEMAGNE (Doubleday). And this goes for a new Gene Fowler- 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (Viking). See section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
February 15 


Topping, Wesley Bouregy & Curl 
THE FAMILY AND MODERN MARRIAGE $2.50 


A brief discussion reaffirms the lasting values of an old institution in 
common terms, and contributes primarily the modern concept of the equalitarian family-~ 
based on mutualism- as against the more paternalistic form of previous generations. 
Marriage and its interrelation with religion, law, custom, science; what marriage 
offers- and what it demands; sexual and environmental factors and the criteria of 
selection; what the scientist and statistician have proved; and the many sources of 
advice and assistance which are available today through clinics and counseling- this 
asserts the vitality of marriage for an anxious age, and appends a substantial bibli- 
ography. The market, however, seems less determinate. 


Nichols, Lee Random House 
BREAKTHROUGH ON THE COLOR FRONT $3.50 


This detailed dossier of the Army's about-face on racial segregation is an 
important social document as a demonstration of the reversal of timeless prejudice and 
the rehabilitation of our attitudes. The long history of ill feeling in the services, 
from the Revolution to World War II when the Negro 92nd division was branded as 
"thoroughly unreliable" precedes this record of the changing stance against segrega- 
tion which began with Roosevelt, and was followed by the Negro's admission into the 





{ 
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Air Force, and then the Navy. Truman's Civil Rights program carried the cause one step 
further- but it was not until Korea that the Negro was no longer a Negro- but became a 

soldier. And the breakthrough became an accomplished fact, not only overseas, but in the @ 
deep south; integration extends now to civilian life- and Army schools- and the whole, 
relatively rapid process of "Unbunching” will create a democracy practised rather than 
preached..... A report to the nation which certainly needs to be made- but will it be 


read? (LC: 53-9713) 
February 22 | 


Thomas, Norman Norton 
THE TEST OF FREEDOM $3.00 


* The leader of the Socialist Party in America stands for more than political 
platforms; his is a challenging intellect, seeking always what he feels is best for the 
democracy that is America. In this inquiry he confines himself- says he- to the 
Jeffersonian principles of freedom of speech, of press, of association and the right of 
the individual to protection by due process of law. His purpose-to arrive at a program of 
understanding and opposing the extremes of two attacks called McCarthyism and Communism. 
By historical flashback, he gives us something of the history of the fight for civil 
liberties in our country's growth. His own process, in the past decades, has been a pain- 
ful education in disillusionment. World War I endangered our liberties perhaps more than 
World War II;the threats lay in the aftermath, without and within, as Communism sought 
universal power over the bodies, minds and souls of men - and the rise of McCarthyism in 
American life (first with Martin Dies, then Parnell Thomas,now McCarthy, Velde and Jenner). 
He examines the contributions - and the disservices. He examines the Smith and the Mc- 
Carran Acts, their wisdom rather than their constitutionality. He suggests limitations 
and revisions; he urges outspoken challenge to offset the dangerous philosophy of "Don't | 
say, don't write, don't go". He explores the penetration of McCarthyism at state and r 
local level and concludes that the battle for fair play is still to be won, that the 
confusion between heresy and conspiracy must be clarified. His book ends, appropriately 
enough, with the text of 7he Bill of Rights. Here are some concrete and reasonable answers 
to the confusion of thought today. From 4 man who has kept relatively free of entangling 


alliances of partisan politics. 
Februafy 26 3/24 


Woodruff, Philip St. Martin's Press 
THE MEN WHO RULED INDIA: THE FOUNDERS $6.00 


The first of two volumes, this carries the story of the British in India from 
the first contact through the Company in 1600 through the Mutiny in 1858. The approach is 
biographical, providing concrete illustrations of the attitudes of Company and Crown and 
giving the facts of increasing domination a personal and sympathetic coloring. Coming to 
India as a trader nation, England remained to accept the greater responsibilities of occupa- 
tion, and as the Moguls gave way to the British the kind of civil servants who embarked 
from England altered. Mr. Woodruff likens the administrators to a Platonic class; he 
considers the British acceptance of responsibility as a guardianship in preparation for 
freedom; he feels the British rule should be judged by the conscious will of England aside 
from the best and worst actions of her servants. He points up the enlightenment of such 
men as Elphinstone,Malcolm, Metcalfe but he does not condone the frenzy of reaction to 
the Mutiny or the harshness of "unprofitable servants" such as Sir William Bolts. He 
succeeds admirably in presenting a clear, concise survey of the India the British came to, 
the changes they made (even altering religious practices in an attempt to alleviate human 
suffering), the colonies and hardship in which they lived. Characterized by pride in fi 
British achievement modified by a balanced appraisal, this has a definite place in the \ | 
growing literature on the India we are coming to know politically as well as culturally. 


Illustrated. 
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March 8 


Eliot, T. S. Harcourt, Brace 
THE CONFIDENTIAL CLERK $3.00 V 


This is the latest poetical drama by the creator of The Cocktail Party and 
is certain to be discussed even by those who wont acknowledge they don't understand it. 
Fresh from an excellent performance in London, it is shortly due in New York. Again 
its Eliot's form of morality play, adding little, perhaps, to the theme of The Cocktail 
Party, with its admonishment to the upper classes to prepare for the supreme sacrifice, 
or to accept life in its own drab terms. The cast of characters parallels that of the 
earlier play, with its half uppercrust, half symbolical semblance. The Clerk takes 
the place of the Doctor,- part confessor, part psychiatrist, almost priest and modera- 
tor. Then there's the most likable character of the lot, a vulgar, loud woman. And 
finally a pure idealist, martyr to a cause, who as a male and less melodramatically 
plays the martyr's role taken- in The Cocktail Party~ by Celia Copplestone. If The 
Confidential Cierk strikes any new note, it might be called double detachment, for 
he seems to be spoofing everyone, including himself. This gives a note of wry humor. 
The involution of the plot, absurdity piled on absurdity, adds to the sense of amused 
detachment. But what is tremendous is the poetical expertise. Never has Eliot's 
apparently effortless presody been more precise, more pregnant. Subtle overtones and 
undertones give an essentially dull play whatever depth it possesses. He has achieved 
complete mastery of words- and his triumph is dust to the spirit. But this is a play 
to read for even when he has little to say- he says it supremely well. (IC: 54-5253) 


March ki 25 


Hass, Hans Doubleday 
MEN AND SHARKS $3.95 


There's really more about the men and the expedition than about actual sharks 
as the author of Diving to Adventure, ete., fills in more of their underwater experi- 
ences and excitement, Starting with his stint of lecturing to raise money for the 
new trip, he lines up his old Caribbean crew, Alfred and Joerg and Heinz, adds Dr. 
Beckh and eventually picks up as interpreter, Xenophon, who turns out to be larger 
than life when he unfolds his story in Greek waters. The troubles in organizing, the 
test dives and equipment failure, the shake down and the decision to work around the 
Sporades islands lead them into social moments with the islanders, new problems in 
making their moving pictures, the necessity of using poachers' methods (dynamiting) 
to attract their subjects, the finding of the cavern and shaft at Plianit, and a series 
of ailments and mishaps. In spite of Barrows Mussey's smooth translation from the 
German this still has the somewhat jumbled and jumpy reporting of the earlier books 
and a similar adolescent heartiness. Moving pictures have mass appealed this author 
but he's no competitor to Cousteau. Illustrated. (LC: 58-7975) 


Blaisdell, Harold F. Holt 
TRICKS THAT TAKE FISH $3.95 


A light cast over some troubled waters this does not despise bait fishing 
for the more fashionable flycasting and includes the advantages of spinning and the 
possibilities of ice fishing too. In covering trout, bass, lake trout and salmon, 
pickerel, pike and muskellunge, he does not forget panfish (perch, bluegills, crappies, 
calicoes, bullbeads, etc.) and "just fishing" for his descriptions of the skills and 
crafty ways in which the finny fellows may be persuaded, tricked and lulled into fall 
ing for hook, line and sinker - and lures. There's plenty of patience and "just so" 
technique needed for his suggestions, and a world of know-how in his time and weather 
comments while his gear and tackle details help to complete the picture of rod and 
reel delights for insatiable fishermen of all types. And he swears his hocus-pocus 
works.... Illustrations by H. G. Tapply (LC: 54-5441) 
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March 11 
Caidin, Martin Holt 
WORLDS IN SPACE $4.95 © 
"The prospect before us"....as rocket research, development and progress in 


velocities, distance, dependability, accuracy and efficiency lead scientists and engineers 

nearer and nearer to space travel. After a consideration of tactical and strategic miss- 

iles and a survey of the basic work on them in Germany prior to and during World War II, 

this goes on to their relation to the conquest of space and presents the details of the 

first robot space ship, man under specific conditions of such travel, space suits, flight 

conditions and plans, space stations. From there it scans the scientific information to I 
be gained, expeditions, permanent bases, travel to the moon - and beyond. The possibility q 
of garrisons, fortresses and military bases has its comment and fiction about Venus, Mars, 

Jupiter is exposed.... Here's a round-up of the creditable proposals, consequences and 

benefits of such a projected adventure that, with a widening public interest, will have a 

widened reading audiemce. (LC: 54-5439) 


Gartner, John Holt 
ALL ABOUT TRAILERS $2.50 


Since all the chapter headings are questions, it's quite obvious that this is 
the answer book for the potential trailer buyer particularly and for current owners, too, 
as a guide for future coaches. It should have a real place with the increase of “mobile- 
homes:, from small to de luxe, and its discussions of the good points and the drawbacks, 
the kinds of trailers (part-time vacation or full time homepized), sizes, the problems of | 
towing and parking are of value to a prospective trailerite. Whether to buy or build, how 
about used trailers, what about keeping clean, about upkeep and maintenance, equipment - 
these subjects are followed by women and trailers, trailers as homes and the available 
magazines and associations dealing with this type of life. The author, from personal ex- 
perience of many years, is not only an enthusiast but a good salesman and presents his ® 
“at a ably. Good staple and reference item. Illustrated with photographs. 

LO: 54-5448 





March 15 


Barzun, Jacques Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
GOD'S COUNTRY AND MINE $5.00 





* A more than passing glance at the American scene, at the conduct and temper of F 
our life and the conventions and distortions of our culture, alternately rebuts and re- | 
proves with more wit than malice and with a real feeling for the country he has chosen. 
Our heterogeneous heritage, and the pluralism of the patterns borrowed by a Cinderella 
country from an elder European sister; statistical living, as we are assaulted by an array 
of numbers; values- and the search for a tenable ethics; the new scientific front- and 
the many “organic snarls" it has created rather than dispelled; the intellectual, and our (i 
attitudes toward the artist; our methods of recreation- and our spoken manners-- all this 
is part of a general critique which narrows down and sharpens up against the gadgeteer; 
the doctor; the element of guff which becomes swieh when in action; the identification and 
glorification of sex ("a subject of research and conversation, a pastime, a prahblem, a 
duty, and sometimes... a pleasure"); the household- and the children; etc. etc. For those 
who liked, or liked not liking, Geoffrey Gorer's The American People (Norton-1948) this 
is again an estimate of our habitat and our habits which is written with grace as well 
” er pet ny which will leave the reader amused, disabused, and a little shamefaced. 

LC: 53-5262 
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March 15 


Cassidy, Claudia Random House 
EUROPE ON THE AISLE - $3.50 


Chicago Tribune columnist Claudia Cassidy treats us to the European version 
of her feature, 0n the Aisle, in a ripping tour of festival towns on the Continent. 
The central interest is in the formal presentation of the stage and concert arts- 
theatre, opera, dance - which extends to the bullfighting arena, the shrine of the 
Dark Virgin at Monteserrat, the stage setting beauty of Venice. Charpentier and 
Louise in Paris, Fidelio in Vienna, Casals at Prades, on Carlos at Milan have for 
the author a special significance which she shares - the relation of place to per- 
formance is pertinent. There are other showplaces - those which history inhabits 
such as Versailles and Fontainebleau, Florence and Rome. The stage of London, the 
festivity of Edinburgh, the Mozart of Salzburg, the opera of Madrid merge with dart- 
ing, evocative descriptions of towns such as San Sebastien, Trieste, Cannes, and of 
great artists - Jose Limon, Rossi-Lemeni as Boris, Pablo Casals, and many others. A 
romp for the somewhat serious and informed music and drama audience veteran. 


(Lc: 54-5956) 


Northen, Henry T. & Rebecca T. Ronald Press 
THE SECRET OF THE GREEN THUMB $5.00 


* This has been a revealing period in publication of easily read science for 
the layman. Perhaps Rachel Carson started it with The Sea Around Us. Ruth Moore's 
fan [ime and Fossils brought understanding of evolution within grasp. Storer's The 
Web of Life (see report P. 656) gave us an exciting book on ecology. The interrela- 
tionship of living things. And now- masked by a title that makes it sound like a 
quick road to garden success, here is the scientific picture behind the field of gar- 
dening knowledge. Here's the "why" behind the "how". I didn't realize how many 
lurking mysteries there were: What causes root growth first? Why should long slow 
watering be best? What does aeration do for the soil? What happens in the compost 
heap? What effect does temperature- length of day- length of night- have on growth? 
What gives vivid coloring? What are plant hormones? How do weed killers function? 
What should we know about the habits of plants? About propagation? About cross fer- 
tilization? How can this knowledge give us flowering sequence? How does our garden 
grow, from the earliest algae and mosses to the complex flowers of today? In clear- 
cut unapologetically scientific terms, with carefully selected illustrations that 
clarify the points, the Northens have given the curious gardener fascinating facts 
behind the rules he's had to learn. This for the true gardener who wants to know the 
whys of planning and growth. (LC: 54-6918) 


Spark, Muriel & Roy 
Stanford, Derek- ds. MY BEST MARY $3.50 


These letters of Mary Shelley, to her husband, and Byron, Hogg (with whom she 
sustained at one point an ingenuous flirtation), the Hunts, Trelawney- and others, may 
reach a general market which her complete correspondence (2 volumes- The University of 
Oklahoma) might overwhelm. And the editors here seem to have selected those letters- 
and those particular moments of elation- and heartbreak- which leave a dramatic impress 
of the Shelley story. At all times highly personal and intimate in their content and 
we never "see her at work", the letters are not indicative of her novels. But the 
woman is fully indicated, volatile, responsive and tender, and it is the strong senti- 
ment and sensibility here which gives them their attractive character. Through them we 
see all the incidentals in the young marriage which was only to last eight years; the 
miscarriage of one baby, and the death of William; the intricate situation between 
Claire, and Byron, and Claire's child- Allegra; the months in Italy attended by illness, 
financial obligations, blackmail and slander, and then the sudden death of Shelley and 
the despair which followed; and finally- the betrayal by Jane Williams, her closest 
friend, with Hogg- and the derogation of her marriage with Shelley... For a steady, 
rather than an immediate, market- this woman and these members of a liberal (rather 
than libertine) and literary coterie exert an enduring charm. (LC: 53-9781) 
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March 15 


Hutchins, Robert M. Simon & Schuster 
GREAT BOOKS $3.00 @® 


To add to his series of well founded blasts at our educational system and to 
his plan for its improvement, this brief book exhorts us for the sake of world harmony as 
well as our own democracy, to take up the cause of true liberal education for all. His 
plan is well known It consists of reading, begun early, in the great works of our western 
heritage so that everyone may partake in what he terms the Great Conversation that is and 
has been man's search for truth through the centuries.. Implemented here, the plan is 
shown in its necessity, its functioning and in the light of detracting elements. The spirit 
of inquiry is at the very base of our cultural tradition. Through it, the world has ad- 
vanced technologically, but to the point where the dilemma created by a machine age can 
only be solved by a continuing inquiry- to which we are now better than ever ready to give 
our free time because of the conveniences a machine age creates. Dewey has been misin- 
terpreted by those who turned his idea of education about different occupations into a 
shell of specialization, and the slogan of "pedantry" now attached to the liberal arts 
he regards as a thing we must fight to dispel... A bugle call to which more should rally. 
(LO: 54-5466) : 
March 16 


Bossi, Elda Macmillan 
CHILD WITH A FLOWER $3.50 


A highly sensitive and perceptive portrait of motherhood in its psychic and 
physical realities is revealed to us by an Italian mother and author as she feels out and . 
sketches her relationship to her daughter from birth to the days four years later when they 
secretly shared the coming of another baby. The pain and pleasure of nursing; the first 
response of the baby to light; the terror of illness which the mother feels she alone must 
vanquish by the force of her love; the awakening of the child to nature, to flowers and 

the faithful dog who comes to accept and adore her; the child's realization of the essence 
of time and of death - all these and many more poignant events are shared with us. The 
depth of emotion and the delicacy of expression make up a tone poem of maternity which will 
be enjoyed by women who are willing to evoke the profound emotions of motherhood and to 
accept Senora Bossi's fragile, overt, Continental approach to these experiences. Trans. 


by C. J. Richards. 


Yt é b Macmillan 
YOUR CHILD AND HIS ART [er 4 | $6.00 


In question and answer form, Dr. Lowenfeld whose @reative and Mental Growth has 
hit the 48,000 mark in copy sales, tables the problems of the role of art in life- from 
the scribbling stage through adolescence- and supports his theory that it is a means to 
an end, of céntinual growth and happiness. Grounded in the firm belief that a child must 
be motivated through security and an understanding of how he sees things at his own partic- 
ular age, his is a meaningful theory. First, it says many things which to many may seem 
obvious by now- that coloring books are harmfully limiting, that early painting should not 
be proportionally or colorfully correct etc. But in enlarging on these matters, which just 
as many parents may still need to learn, Dr. Lowenfeld comes to the meat of his discussions 
and there emerge sound principles, of seeing the world through a child's eyes, how children 
"see" at different ages, how security and outside relationships effect their "seeing", 
what happens when they get old enough to be critical of their own work, the value of 
cooperation and companionship, and economical use of space and materials. Faulty organiza- 
tion necessitates some repetition, after the author has asked his initial questions and ( 
then answers them again when discussing specific age groups, but it does not detract from 
the purpose. An important volume for the educational world. Illustrated with many 
examples of child art. 


Lowenfeld, Viktor 





© 


_Nichols' following, who had a bit too much whimsy in the final chapters of Merry Hall. 
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March 17 


Murray, Janet P. & Clyde BE. Guwdi hiner Fer Geuep Whiteside-Morrow 
YOU. - A GROUP LEADER ‘eacerr. $3.95 

































An encouraging, easy-reading handbook, this runover of the principles and 
possibilities of group leadership in cooperation with organizations can provide a 
calm, friendly guide to the group leader who needs to consider the purposes of his 
position and the ways to achieve them. Through a minimum of case illustrations, the 
authors give a clear and uncluttered vista on leading techniques. The initial meet- 
ing, and its preparation; goals of leader, group, organization; different types of 
groups based on interest, friendships, etc.; program building; the individual in the 
group; order, control, and discipline; the role and goals of “the enabling leader" 
are considered. A helpful blend of group work principles and techniques, especially 
good for the new or not too experienced worker. 


March 18 


Witte, Eva Knox Little, Brown 
NOTHING IS DRIPPING ON US $3.75 


A resilient account of the here today- gone tomorrow Wittes, from the time 
when Eva met and married Boris, a Russian born baron and a fairly sudden character, 
in wartime Washington. Boris' nostalgia for Mongolia took them to Anchorage, Alaska, 
where they introduced plumbing and electricity to a Quonset hut. Some imaginative 
gestures towards earning a living (caviar; killing wolves) ended in the reality of a 
furniture factory, and an impromptu decision to leave took them to Lake Winnipesaukee, 
New Hampshire (a site selected at random from the Atlas). The snow and solitude of | 
the first winter there; the natural barriers of the natives towards the transplants; 
a brief flurry in the gift business- and then a more settled enterprise in boats- then | 
Wittes achieved a free and casual life and with a handsome offer for their house, were 
ready to move on.... A gay narrative of a pair who found all the world their oyster 
(without pearls- theirs is a continuously disastrous economy) this is probably pleas- 
anter to read about than live through and offers easy entertainment. (LC: 54-5127) 


March 19 


Nichols, Beverley _ Dutton 
LAUGHTER ON THE STAIRS $3.75 


A sequel to Merry Hall, which we left last year (see report P.780- Decem- 
ber 1952) virtually unfurnished, while the garden grew under our eyes. Here- with 
sly humor and many a quiet chuckle, Nichols gives us the slow process of bringing the 
house to life, and the more lively process of widening acquaintance with an odd set 
of neighbors. (Not to mention recurrent - and equally odd- house guests). We met 
again the tireless and intrepid Oldfields, the old gardener for whom nothing was too 
much. And the disapproving but indispensable butler-valet- general factotum- counsel- 
lor and friend- Gaskin. There's another addition to the cat members of the household. 
And Mr. Stebbings, late unlamented, loses his last battle. This will hearten the 


(Lc: 54-5048) 
March 23 


Turgeon, Charlotte Little, Brown 
TIME TO ENTERTAIN $3.75 


Some selected- even choisi- menus with individual recipes will take you 
through any occasion from a golfers' luncheon to a children's supper. Stressing the 
"pre" in the preparations for any party, this eliminates (almost) all activity in the 
kitchen once your guests have arrived. Shopping lists precede the cooking involved 
in these menus selected for dinners for 4- 6- or 8; pot luck suppers; luncheons; 
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breakfasts; receptions or teas; cocktail parties- or however you wish to entertain. The 
dishes themselves, while they have a continental, custom look and sound- are on the whole 
easy to prepare and to not require too accomplished a cook. (LC: 54-5129) 


March 25 


Lamb, Harold Doubleday 
CHARLEMAGNE: The Legend and the Man $4.50 


Harold Lamb has learned the art of merging really enormous scholarship with a 
true sense of story and drama and character. In his Charlemagne he has tapped sources of 
ancient manuscripts, preserved in monasteries and museums and state archives, and the 
result is the most unusual and completely rounded portrait of a great emperor whose story 
has hitherto been shrouded in legend. Here we follow him from his gauche, insecure boy- 
hood, through years of welding together the disparate €lements of a Europe that was still 
largely pagan, and making of it a vast Western world sanctified by ecclesiastical authority. 
One reads of his casual succession of marriages, his growing family- sons who must have 
kingdoms, daughters who must be wed. One likes best his ability to live with and for his 
people, knowing them at all levels. With small education, along in middle life he found a 
teacher? to his liking, the canny Alcuin, under whom the palace school became, for its day, 
a center of learning. Charlemagne was an extraordinary administrator; some of his methods, 
such as leaving conquered people with a sense of independent functioning, codifying laws, 
strengthening his boundaries by establishment of marches, have a very modern note. There 
was the other side too:- massacres and forced transplanting of whole communities left their 
heritage of horror. The whole portrait of the man and the period is an enriching experi- 


ence for the reader. (LC: 54-5368) 


Were, Antony Dutton 
SMUGGLERS' PARADISE $3.50 


The lowdown on the higher ups (under fictious names) of the international smug- @ 
gling rings and their organizations given a cinematic treatment as the author pursues his 
6 months' investigation from London's Mayfair to thé Continent and back again. From Hank 
the Yank and Harry, to the Riviera to track down Don Ferret, to Marseilles, and the puzzle 
of the vanishing steamship, back to Cornwall and Edward and the trail that led him to 
Tangier where Arthur and Robert completed his education. With his turbulent affair with 
Louise at an end, so was his research. This is the story of illegal markets, big scale 
contraband, the old and new tricks, the big bosses and their agents, the brilliance of some 
of the amateurs, and the jigsaw and blueprint of goods, transport and sales. Diamonds, 
gold, drugs and people among the cargoes, hijacking, informing and high life among the 
activities, airplanes, cars and boats among the equipment - and all part of a personal 
participation on the author's part. Sensational sounding as a thriller. (LC: 54-5051) 


Williams, William Carlos Random House 
THE DESERT MUSIC $3.00 


A slim volume, with the same poignancy, simplicity, the same moving and deep 
humanism, the same belief in the healing power of beauty that is characteristic of his 
work. The first part is a collection of short poems, that might be called Williams’ near- 
est approach to the lyrical form. For this reader, these were the best; in them Williams 
speaks at the promptings of a sensitive and wise heart. The second part is a free render- 
ing into English of an Idyll of Theocritus. The author remains a sort of symbalist, here. 
Third comes a long discursive poem, given originally at the Harvard Assembly at which 
Williams was awarded an honorary Phi Beta Kappa membership. Too impressionistic to pro- 
vide a catharsis for the pity and terror it reveals, nonetheless- in describing some en- | 
counters on the border of Mexico it demonstrates Williams' sensitivity to values in men and , 
places. While this volume is not Williams at his best, it will be welcomed by all poetry 
lovers who have come to recognize him as belonging to the foremost ranks of American poets. 


(ILC; 54- 5667) 
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Stryker, Lloyd Paul Simon & Schuster 
THE ART OF ADVOCACY $5.00Y 


The precepts and practices of advocacy, a great trial lawyer discusses his 
profession at a learned level with dignity- rather than the drama of Courtroom and 
the illustrations he chooses are of a classical rather than sensational nature. The 
ecase- the client- and advocacy- "a skillful handling of the facts"; the conduct of 
the trial from the opening address to the summation; Martin Littleton, the greatest 
American Jury lawyer, and other eminent practitioners- Lincoln and Cicero, Daniel 
Webster and Rufus Choate; the declining art of advocacy- and the discreditization of 
the lawyer; advocacy in the criminal courts and in the appellate courts--- all this 
is a course of learning in which respect for this profession- for its ethics as well 
as its skill- is communicated with the forensic persuasion of one of its great ex- 
ponents. For a professional audience- rather than the popular market of the Reynolds’ 
book. (LC: 54-5815) 


Fowler, Gene Viking 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING $3.50 


Another memorial to a misfit - Sadakichi Hartmann, half Japanese, half 
German - includes some further notes on Barrymore, Uncle Claude (W. C. Fields) and 
the artist, John Decker and dwells nostalgically on the very irregulars that hung and 
held together until their death, refusing to depart from the never never land of a 
careless, self-executioned youth, even when they grew old. The center spot turns out 
to be an announced genius, whose fame as a cadger, ungrateful exhibitionist, durable 
writer, poet and critic brought him to the author's attention and to the uninhibited 
company of Barrymore and Fields. This is a picture of bibulous cronies of the falling 
epithet, of eccentrics in which Fowler finds gems of purest gold, of a Dali-esque un- 
real, and unrealistic, life in which the whiplash of destruction leads to a seedy, sad 
ending. Through Hartmann's life there are the possibilities of a real artistic value 
but he was "a man needed but not wanted" in his own opinion and treated the world 
accordingly. Fowler's own feeling for these tempestuous characters, for the spate of 
anecdote and incident, for the rowdy rightness of their lives has an intoxication of 
its own which will attract the clan who followed him in his previous Goodnight, Sweet 
Prince and Beau James. (IC; 54-6425) 


March 29 


Collans, Dev & Dutton 
Sterling, Stewart I WAS A HOUSE DETECTIVE $3.00 


What goes on and off- and in and out of a hotel bedroom, these memoirs of a 
house detective will tell you all you need (or maybe want) to know about "philanderers 
and prowl teams, keyworkers and C-girls, walk-in men and walk-up ladies”. Collans, 
who worked in a large Atlantic City hotel, learned how to type or tape a guest, to 
figure the angles on single rooms- with double bookings, men with women- and women 
without men, drunks and stooges and sob-story artists, sleepers and jumpers (suicides), 
stolen jewels- or towels (a heavy overhead here), and the general conduct of the 
clientele in the Convention city where probably more women than speeches ever were 
made.... The lowdown on a lower form of life- if you insist. (10: 54-5047) 






Robinson, Charles Alexander, Jr. Dutton 
THE SPRING OF CIVILIZATION: Periclean Athens $7.50 


Through art, drama, philosophy: a survey of the Peloponnesian War, and an 
extraordinarily extensive use of source material, this historian (also the author of 
Alexander the Great, Ancient History etc.) makes a new approach to a view of the golden 
age of Periclean Athens: His purpose is to render a well rounded volume on a period 
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which he regards-with Toynbee, as the brightest in human history. To achieve it, by way of 
getting as nearly as possible to the sources themselves, Mr. Robinson divides his book into 

the above mentioned sections and states at the outset- in a brief historical introduction- @é 
that his own editorial comments may be dispensed with. The sources included are, in the 

drama- six entire tragedies chosen to represent the over-all picture of Greek dramatic 
thinking: in philosophy- the 4fologia and Symposium of Plato; in art- 70 photographic 

plates of statues and buildings; and in the Peloponnesian War and its tragic causes and 
outcomes- liberal quotations from Thucydedes. For history that is different from the usual 
lengthy theoretical chapters and for a wealth of material on a fascinating age, this may 

well have its own wide market. (LC: 53-10849) 


March £9 u\S 


Meaker, Samuel Raynor, M. D. Simon & Schuster 
A DOCTOR TALKS TO WOMEN $3.95 


se eee and man to man, in a precise explanation of the female organs of reproduction, 
how they operate- and why they fail to. Menstruation and the menopause and possible complica- 
tions; conception and pregnancy; fertility and sterility (and what can be done about either 
condition); contraception; cancer and benign tumors; infections and complaints; hygiene; 
hormones, and the emotional factors which may cause trouble- this is all part of a short 
course in gynecological processes and procedures- and the approach is definite and concise, 
rather than intimate. (LC: 54-5471) 


March 30 


Milne, Margery J. & Lorus Jd. Little, Brown 
THE MATING INSTINCT $4.50 


A pair of author-naturalists with their interests aroused and their eyes open to 
the parallels and peculiarities, both physical and habitual, of the mating cycle's grand @ 
design, write with gentle wit and a true biological insight that make their book entertain- 
ing and informative. Within chapters on the different stages of wooing, winning and weaning, 
are the characteristics of body and behaviour typical of a wide variety of animals. In no 
special hierarchical order, the text is perhaps more readable for its informality and with 
its easy shifts in reference to all kinds- insects, mice, crabs, octopi, man, reindeer, 
whales, etc.- the facets of the panorama of "that old feeling" come into focus with amazing 
clarity. Illustrated with many line drawings this is a fine study and a book which many 
animal lovers will relish. (LC: 54-5134) 


Kelly, Emmett Prentice-Hall 
CLOWN . $3.95 


An artless account from one of the circus’ top clowns, this follows a familiar 
pattern, from farm, to city and finally a chosen profession. Young Emmett saw his first 
circus in Missouri but didn't take off after the red wagons until he had first tried being 
a cartoonist, odd job boy and show business painter. Then trapeze work lured him and he 
was soon a First of May (new trouper), doubling in clowns. He found. the world where anything 
can happen, knew thin times as seasons closed, married an aerialist, wom acclaim in England 
as his sad sack clown character developed and hit the big time here when Ringling signed 
him up. There are moving pictures, night clubs and lore of the big top and clown alley 
along with routes and routines that fill in this tanbark's artist's career. The Bradna book 
The Big Top (1952) was flashier but this holds its own as solid circus material from every 
part of the ring. Illustrated. (LC: 54-5677) 
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@ Moore, Barrington, Jr. Harvard Univ. Press 
TERROR AND PROGRESS $5.00 


An honest, scholarly inquiry into the state of the Soviet Union since Stalin's 
death, confessedly more speculative than factual, since the Iron Curtain intervenes. 
His basic question is whether the economic and social progress has reached a point 
where Terror, as a tool of government, can be abolished. He feels this likely. To 
him there are basic, contradictory and self defeating motives at work in the Soviet, 
which require rule by Terror with its attendant periodic purges. Among these elements 
are the traditional drives of the peasantry, the technical rationality of the scientists, 
and the drive for world power among the party elite. He hazards the guess that if 
peace continues for another decade, the traditionalist and the rationalist forces in 
this complex society might gradually erode the edifice of “monolithic” totalitarianism 
that now prevails. Sound speculation for the already well-informed inquiring mind. 


March 27 3! 


Chapman, F. Spencer Harper 
LIVING DANGEROUSLY $3.00 


Our British journalist, naturalist, photographer friend, author of The Jungle 
is Neutral (report - July 1, 1949 bulletin, p. 348), uses BBC broadcast lectures as a 
springboard to share some spectacular moments in his far ranging life. From his first 
expedition to Iceland as a naturalist student, on he trips to Greenland, where he hunts 
with the delightful Eskimo and learns the art of kayaking, then to Lapland, where he 
discovers that reindeer aren't out of picture books. From the Arctic he turns to 
equally savage beauties of the Himalaya, where he makes the first ascent of the 
4 @ Fluted Peak in Sikkim. ‘This is followed by the conquest of Chomolhari, with a thrill- 
ing descent as the angry goddess fairly flings him and his Nepalese companion down the 
mountain - far and away the most absorbing reading in the book. We meet the people of 
Lhasa and admire their city before plunging into the Malayan jungle with our guide as 
he works behind the Japanese lines as saboteur and organizer through the war years 
(The Jungle is Neutral is a fuller account of this period). We came to know the Sakai, 
the wild jungle people, the creatures of the jungle and the diseases that plague man 
there. We come to appreciate, too, the author's philosophy of life made more meaning- 
ful when danger, not an artificial but an essential element, alerts him to its precious- 
ness. These reminiscences, sometimes small in scope, sometimes spectacular, make 
Pleasant reading. Photographs. (IC: 54-6009) 


Flesch, Rudolf Harper 
- HOW TO MAKE SENSE 3 | 1/7 $2.75 


This popularizer of pruned speech continues his forays into the wildernesses 
of communication and comes up with some assaults on grammar, vocabulary building and 
punctuation. He also does his bit for building up a personal approach to language, 
using it in a healing form and mastering it as tool for better adjustment to the world's 
"din of words". His revised "readability formula" is included and this mathematical 
equation is shown as a further aid to improvement in writing. Along with illustrations 
from writings of all kinds, recommendations for further study and analyses of formal 
and informal speech, this is also a practice guide, well bolstered with pointers, facts 
and warnings. (These seems to be a majority ruling against the literary and for the 
merely literate here.) For his devotees. (LC: 54-6012) 


| | Rau, Santha Rama Harper 
| @ THIS IS INDIA 3)3 | $2.50 


A lady in whom Western readers have come to delight presents herself once 
again as a guide of her homeland, in a charming book directed to the tourist. Warning 
that Western ignorance and Indian pride can tangle up a trip, she sets before us the 
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wonders of the contrasting sections of her country, always with an eye to the significance 

to Easterners which Westerners may read amiss or simply miss entirely. Malabar, Madras, 

North India, the deserted and modern cities of the nation rise before us as our guide points @® 
out the delights and pitfalls of a visit. A sense of the Indian spiritual life, the meagre- 
ness of material holdings, of the history of North and South India is combined with what 

one may now expect in the way of hospitality, festival, art, nature in India. Our guide 

tells us that all conquerors of India but one remained to become Indian subjects, and that 

one had to retreat. One suspects that India's candor and charm will draw many who come to 
admire her, and they surely will enjoy and profit by this pertinent little book. (LC: 54-6025) 


March #217 3) 


Wallace, Willard M. Harper 
TRAITOROUS HERO $5.00 


A more schlarly study of Benedict Arnold than James Flexner's recent The Traitor 
and the Spy bases its accusations on the fact that Arnold was primarily ‘an opportunist, 
throws its sympathies with the unjust treatment he received from his superior, and as a 
work is-well grounded in this author's former study of the revolution, Appeal to Arms (1950). 
Dramatically, the first chapter catches Arnold at the decisive (for him) battle of Bemis 
Heights when he was relieved of his command. Going back then, Arnold is pictured as a 
bright youth, then as a forward young merchant to whom the call to arms provided the right 
milieu for quick advancement. Ticonderoga, quebec, Lake Champlain, their achievements, 
failures and the further complex of motives they created, build up to the odd pinnacle of 
glory and defamation. Always, Wallace keeps before us the fact that Arnold's abilities 
and career were manhandled by individual and political jealousies. But it is implicit in | 
the book that Arnold had no real patriotic zeal. Though his venture with the British is | 
pictured as natural outcome of a reaction of a particular personality in a particular situa- 
tion (the role of Peggy Shippen's positive influence is stressed too) he remains, if not a 
thorough rotter, ultimately degraded. Flexner's book may detract from sales but it may @ 


stimulate them as well. (LC: 54-6033) 
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